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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERrfS IS (OR Rci^ due TH)S 

ofmeC^oru^ 

1 . S This communication is responsive to amendment filed 8-24-2005 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1^9. 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All bjdSome* c)DNone of the: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 : □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage app..cat,on from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
S&jSJT Sure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of th,s appl.cat.on. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
A n A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
D WF0rS£ PATeHpPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declarafon .s deficent. 

n CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

° > □ I Indu^Zs Jred b,L Notice Mprt P— «— < — 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office act,on of 



Attachment(s) 

1 . Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 1-9 are allowed. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: With respect to claim 
1, the prior art fails to show an image forming apparatus comprising a first chamber including a 
first mixer and configured to convey a developer containing at least toner in a first direction 
while stirring the developer and supply the toner to an image carrier, a second chamber including 
a second mixer and configured to convey at least the developer supplied from the first chamber 
in a second direction different from the first direction while stirring the developer, a third 
chamber including a third mixer and configured to convey at least the developer supplied from 
the first chamber in the second direction while stirring the developer, a fresh toner supply portion 
located on an upstream side of the second chamber and configured to receive fresh toner, and a 
recycle toner supply portion located on an upstream side of the third chamber and configured to 
receive fresh toner. Regarding claim 8, the prior art fails to show a toner stirring method 
comprising supplying recycle toner collected from a surface of an image carrier to a recycle 
toner supply portion, conveying the supplied recycle toner to a merging portion at a first speed 
while stirring, thereby charging to have a predetermined potential, conveying refresh toner 
supplied to a fresh toner supply portion at a predetermined timing to the merging portion at a 
second speed which is slower than the first speed while stirring, thereby charging to have a 
predetermined potential, and supplying the recycle toner and the fresh toner that have been 
conveyed to the merging portion to the surface of the image carrier. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Ogawa et al. (US 5,734,957) discloses an image forming apparatus with a toner re- 
use feature where fresh toner from hopper merges with recycled toner collected from the surface 
of a photosensitive drum. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 

assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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